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Natural Resource Stewardship and Science

Osmerus mordax

Rainbow smelt

General
e Growingto 33 cm 7
e DPelagic-oceanic; anadromous 2 —

Geography and Habitat

1. Native: Atlantic drainages from mid-Maine to New York

2. Habitat
e Schooling species that occurs in midwater of lakes or inshore 3 | '
e tets ranging from 7-16°C P Wane Nl Sty ot el Gon, i P
e Migrates up to 1,000 km upstream in rivers

Invasion Pathways

1. Eggs stocked in Crystal Lake, Michigan

2. Escaped into Lake Michigan and spread quickly throughout the Great Lakes and their tributaries
3. Canals

Sources

1. http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/factsheet.aspx?SpeciesID=796

2. http://www.fishbase.org/summary/speciessummary.php?id=253

3. http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10364 18958-45690--,00.html
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